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get worse and worse and it became more and more
difficult for the Nepmen to obtain manufactured
articles to offer in exchange for the farm products
of the peasants. Trading dwindled to dealing in
goods of second-hand quality, remnants, and left-
overs bought from the upper classes of the old
regime. The Nepman's original usefulness as a
stimulator of productivity in the villages disap-
peared because the farmer refused to exchange his
farm products for the rouble, which had become
inflated and therefore worthless. (2) The Nepman,
who had always been distasteful to the communists,
was being taxed and persecuted by the government;
and the same government that had created the Nep-
man proceeded to destroy him.

The peasants found themselves again at the
wrong end of the deal and took up once more their
weapon of passive resistance, raising enough for
themselves but falling far short of the needs of
the government. It was during these years (1927
and 1928) that the Russian Revolution lived
through the most trying time of its existence, and
local uprisings against the government occurred in
many villages throughout the U.S.S.R.

With the failure of the New Economic Policy
there appeared again the question of collectivizing